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ABOVE and BELOW: Lee County Sheriff E.J.
Melvin, right, talks about the role of his deputies
in the newly formed traffic unit of the Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department following an announce-
ment Wednesday in downtown Bishopville. Go to
photo.theitem.com for more pictures.

Lee creates
traffic division
By RANDY BURNS
Item Staff Writer

BISHOPVILLE – Lee County Sheriff E.J.
Melvin said he is serious about enforcing traffic
laws in Lee County.

As recently as a year ago, the department’s
traffic unit consisted of patrol officer Bill
Boyce.

Boyce, a 28-year veteran of the S.C. Highway
Patrol, was hired in February 2003 to patrol the
county’s highways.

Today, five officers make up the traffic unit.
Melvin said he started thinking of the officers as
a unit in June when he hired Lt. Tillman Smith to
head up the division.

Smith, who has 17 years of experience with the
S.C. Highway Patrol, said he is excited about his
new position.

“I’ve known the sheriff for some time,” Smith
said. “The County Council and the sheriff have
been working together to create a traffic division.
The main reason is there’s been a reduction of
highway patrol assigned to Lee County.”

Melvin, who has been sheriff in Lee County for
seven years, has 15 years of experience with the
S.C. Highway Patrol.

Melvin said he worked to make sure the de-
partment obtained highly qualified, trained staff.

“Four of the five officers have experience with
the highway patrol,” he said. 

Summerton officer foils convenience store robbery
By SHARRON HALEY
Item Staff Writer

SUMMERTON — A covert signal be-
tween a convenience store clerk and a Sum-
merton Police officer foiled a robbery at-
tempt Monday night, Summerton officials
said Wednesday afternoon.

“The signal worked perfectly,” Maj. Ray
Perdue of the Summerton Police Depart-
ment said. “The officer on routine property
checks saw something that didn’t appear
right. It was a good job by the officer, the
store manager and the clerk.”

Burnell Brock, 36, of
1143 KW Hodge Road in
Manning, was arrested at
10:57 p.m. Monday on Par-
son Street in Summerton
and charged with robbery
and resisting arrest with a
deadly weapon, Perdue
said.

A Summerton police of-
ficer on regular patrol of businesses on
North Church Street reported seeing a man
wearing a hooded jersey attempt to hide his
face while standing at the counter of a local

convenience store. The officer said the
cashier “appeared to be nervous and in fear”
and he decided to walk into the store.

The police officer said he asked the
cashier to step to the rear of the counter and
asked if the person at the register was need-
ed to “step outside.” The officer said the
cashier nodded, “yes.”

As the officer was escorting the man out
of the store, the officer reported that the
cashier told him the man asked him to “open
the register and give him the money.” At
this point, the officer said the man fled on
foot toward Parsons Street. A short time

later, the initial officers and two additional
officers found the man hiding in weeds and
attempted to take him into custody. The
deputy reported that a brief struggle ensued
before the man was handcuffed and an open
pocketknife was found in the man’s pocket.

“This is an example of the quality police
work we have in Summerton,” Summerton
Mayor Jay Bruner said Wednesday. “This
was a job well done and the residents should
be proud of its police department.”

On Wednesday afternoon, Brock was in
the Clarendon County Detention Center
awaiting a bond hearing.

BROCK

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP)
– A woman who found a dig-
ital camera outside Ohio
Stadium located the owner
by uploading a picture from
it and e-mailing the image
to a batch of Ohio State
football fans.

Within 48 hours of send-
ing the e-mail to 14 friends,
Michelle Montgomery de-
clared her social experiment
a success. She was contact-
ed by Kevin John, 45, of
Shelby, who learned through
a chain of e-mailers in the
Buckeye network that Mont-
gomery had his camera.

“It shows the power of
the Internet, e-mail and the
Buckeye network. It’s amaz-
ing how many Buckeye fans
are out there,” said John, a
1986 Ohio State University
graduate.

John lost the camera out-
side the stadium at the Sept.
1 Ohio State-Youngstown
State football game after ask-
ing a cheerleader to take pic-
tures of him and his 10-year-
old son Noah posing with
the team mascot.

Rev. Jesse Jackson speaks in Sumter

By MARY DOLAN
Item Staff Writer

Though she said she had to get back
to work soon thereafter, custodial work-
er JoAnn Dennis peered out the front
windows of the W.H. Neal-Iola Jones

Fine Arts
Center on
Morris Col-
lege’s cam-
p u s
Wednesday
to catch a
glimpse of

civil rights activist the Rev. Jesse Jack-
son, who stopped at the school on his
statewide tour of colleges to encourage
young people to vote in next year’s pres-
idential election.

Between stops in Charleston and
Aiken, Jackson’s silver and blue tour bus
rolled into Sumter and onto the small,
historically black college’s streets about
12:45 p.m., a little later than expected,
but there nonetheless.

The two-time presidential candidate’s
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition is campaign-
ing, not for another bid for presidency
but to increase the number of young
adults who register to vote and then ac-
tually cast a ballot come election time.

The Voter Education Tour for Jobs,
Peace and Justice is an initiative Jackson
is passionate about, he said Wednesday
to a standing-room-only crowd in the
600-seat auditorium, because students
at Morris College can make a difference.

Jackson, the signature sideburns and
moustache tinged with gray, and dressed
in black pants and a short-sleeved black
shirt, said his goal is to create an alle-
giance of young people willing to seek

change.
In the Bible, when God spoke to

Noah, Jackson said, “He didn’t say teach
swimming lessons; he said build an in-

frastructure.”
With that in-

frastructure of
concerned indi-
viduals, Jackson
said he hopes to
turn the tide on
societal ail-
ments: too many
young people in
prison, too many
young people
killing one an-
other, not
enough working
people getting
health insur-
ance, etc.

Jackson said many of those housed in
United States prisons are high school
dropouts who don’t know how to read
and write. America needs to find a way
to keep these individuals in school — not
in jail, he said.

Civil rights activist visits
Morris College urging
young adults to vote

ON THE NET
See more photos 
of the event at
photo.theitem.com
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ABOVE: The Rev. Jesse Jackson
speaks with members of the media fol-
lowing his address to the student body
of Morris College on Wednesday after-
noon in Sumter.
LEFT: Jackson, left, talks with Dr.
Luns C. Richardson, the president of
Morris College, as state Rep. David
Weeks, D-Sumter, looks on prior to
Jackson’s address to the student body
of Morris College on Wednesday after-
noon in the W.H. Neal-Iola Jones Fine
Arts Center on campus.

SEE TRAFFIC, PAGE 9A

SEE JACKSON, PAGE 9A

FALL FIX UP

Career Center statistics show improvement

By MARY DOLAN
Item Staff Writer

Enrollment is up, discipline is better in
check, teachers are engaging in ongoing pro-
fessional development and facilities are con-
tinuing to be upgraded, members of the
Sumter Career Readiness System Advisory
Board were told at its first meeting of the
current school year on Tuesday.

Members of the readiness system’s ad-
visory board, including Sumter County
Councilman Eugene Baten, Wendell Turn-
er, Tom Garrity, Sumter School District 2
Board Vice Chair Karen Michalik, Central
Carolina Technical College President Dr.
Tim Hardee and others, met and received

briefings from
system Director
Sharon Teigue
and Assistant Di-
rector Greg
Jones.

Teigue related
to the board that
enrollment was
up at the Sumter
County Career
Center by about
6 or 7 percent
from last year, a
feat she said she
and Jones are
proud of.

And Jones
said teachers
have been and will continue attending
workshops to continue to brush up on
their areas of expertise. He said he hopes
to start a book study among the center’s
teachers to better help them aid struggling

students.
Jones said

there are also
plans in the
works for a Web
site for the cen-
ter and a newslet-
ter that will go
out and to par-
ents and to busi-
nesses and indus-
tries in the com-
munity, to update
everyone on the
latest goings on
at the center.

“We’re doing
a lot of things to
try to make this a

better place, and we’re determined to do
so,” Jones said.

Jones said cameras have been installed
throughout the building to increase secu-
rity, and Teigue conveyed the center is

nearly finished with all the necessary re-
quirements set before them to be com-
pletely compliant with Occupational Safety
and Health Administration (OSHA) stan-
dards.

Teigue said in addition to the traditional
adult education program, the center also of-
fers night classes in a variety of areas to any-
one in the community interested. 

Those classes in the past have included
masonry, small engine repair and landscap-
ing. Classes run the span of a few weeks
and will start up again next month, she
said.

Dr. Zona Jefferson, superintendent of
Sumter School District 17, commended
Teigue and Jones for working so hard to lift
the career center up from where it had
been.

She said she’s impressed with “the op-
portunities they are giving our students.”

Contact Staff Writer Mary Dolan at
mdolan@theitem.com or (803) 774-1294.

Advisory board told
enrollment up, teachers
involved in workshops “We’re doing a lot of things 

to try to make this a better
place, and we’re 

determined to do so.”

GREG JONES
Assistant director, Sumter Career
Readiness System Advisory Board
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JAMES S. BAUGH
James Samuel “Frankie” Baugh, age 69, beloved

husband of 46 years to Eva Mae Deshazer Baugh, died
Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2007, at Tuomey Regional Med-
ical Center.

He was born in Gravelswitch, Ky.,
a son of Viola Baugh and the late
Luther Baugh. He served in the U.S.
Navy for four years and retired as a
master sergeant from the U.S. Air
Force after serving 16 years. He later
worked for Kaydon and Wal-Mart and
was a member of the Sumter Baptist
Temple.

Surviving in addition to his wife
are one son, Jerry Dale Baugh and his wife, Dea Anne,
of Simpsonville; two daughters, Leta Louise Baugh
Ezzell and her husband, Greg, of Meridian, Miss., and
Pamela Jean Baugh Tallent and her husband, John, of
Sumter; three brothers, Ronald Baugh, Paul Baugh and
Melvin Baugh; three sisters, Ileen Jenkins, Linda Jenk-
ins and Charlotte Baker; seven grandchildren, Nathan
Gregory Ezzell, Chad Alan Ezzell, John Trenton Tallent,
Doricanne Marie Baugh, Jeffrey Austen Tallent, Joshua
James Baugh and Justin Bradley Tallent.

He was preceded in death by his father and two sis-
ters, Martha Adams and Carol Jenkins.

A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. Friday at the
Sumter Baptist Temple with the Rev. Eddie Richardson
officiating. Burial will follow with full military honors in
the Florence National Cemetery.

The family will receive friends from 6 to 8 p.m. today
at Bullock Funeral Home.

Memorials may be made to the American Cancer
Society, 128 Stonemark Lane, Columbia, SC 29210.

Online memorial messages may be sent to the fami-
ly at www.bullockfuneralhome.com.

The family has chosen Bullock Funeral Home of
Sumter for the arrangements.

AMOS R. HORNSBY Sr.
BISHOPVILLE — Amos R. Hornsby Sr., 82, widower

of Mary Hornsby, died Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2007, at
Kershaw County Medical Center.

Born in Kershaw County, he was a son of the late
Amos Hornsby and the late Dora Jackson Hornsby. He
was a carpenter.

Survivors include one son, Amos R. Hornsby Jr. and
his wife, Betty, of Cassatt; three daughters, Dora Bram-
lett and her husband, Ernest, of Lucknow, Opal Boone
and her husband, Howard, of Kershaw and Jennel
Logan and her husband, Lewis, of Lamar; one son-in-
law, John Morrow of Camden; 10 grandchildren; and 12
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by a daughter, Elaine
Morrow; three sisters; four brothers; and two grand-
children.

Graveside services will be held at 2 p.m. Friday in
the Concord United Methodist Church Cemetery with
the Rev. Howard Brown officiating.

The family will receive friends from 6 to 8 p.m. today
at Hancock-Elmore-Hill Funeral Home and other times

at the home, 685 Hub Kelly Road.
Memorials may be made to Concord United

Methodist Church, 1083 Stoke Bridge Road West, Bish-
opville, SC 29010.

Hancock-Elmore-Hill Funeral Home of Bishopville is
in charge of the arrangements.

REV. DR. THOMAS L. PAINTER
The Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Painter, 88, husband of Nar-

vice Bowers Painter, died Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2007, at
Tuomey Regional Medical Center.

Services will be announced by the Elmore Hill Mc-
Creight Funeral Home & Crematory, 221 Broad St.,
Sumter, (803) 775-9386.

JERAL WAYNE SHOWN
GOOSE CREEK — Jeral Wayne Shown, 19, died

Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2007.
A funeral service will be held at 7 p.m. Friday at

Avinger Funeral Home in Holly Hill with the Rev. John
Scott officiating. Burial will be private.

Jeral was born in Charleston, the son of Kindl J.
Shown and LeAnn Teeslink Shown. He was employed in
residential construction.

Surviving are his mother of Goose Creek; his father
of Summerton; a sister, Christina Shown of Goose
Creek; maternal grandmother, Karen Lukes Teeslink of
Eutawville; and a number of aunts, uncles and cousins.

The family will receive friends after 5 p.m. Friday,
before the service.

Memorials may be made to Charleston County Dia-

betes Coalition, P.O. Box 22078, Charleston, SC 29413.
www.avingerfh.com

JAMES R. SMITH
BISHOPVILLE — James Ralph Smith, 69, husband

of Francis Leila Smith, died Sept. 19, 2007, at his home.
Born July 9, 1938, in Laurens County, he was a son

of Frances Tinsley Wheeler and the late Heyward
Smith. Mr. Smith was a member of Memorial Chapel.
He retired from the Navy after 21 years of service.

Survivors besides his wife, Leila, of 18 years and his
mother and stepfather, John Wheeler, include his
daughters, Vicki (Bud Lee) Elmore, Johnni Dubose,
Becky Harrelson and Shannon Shultz; stepchildren,
Laurie (Jay) Yomtob, Laurel (Paul) Hinson, Randi
“Scooter” (Scott) Burkin and Steven Moss; 18 grand-
children; 13 great-grandchildren; and two sisters, Peggy
(Albert) Todd and Carolyn (Raymond) Lane.

He was preceded in death by a son, James Ralph
Smith Jr., and a sister, Diane Jett.

Funeral services will be held at 4 p.m. Friday in
Memorial Chapel with the Rev. Jim Peterson officiating.
Burial will be in the church cemetery.

The family will receive friends from 6 to 8 p.m. today
at Hancock-Elmore-Hill Funeral Home and other times
at the home, 1765 Woodrow Road.

Memorials may be made to Memorial Chapel Mis-
sions Fund, 2509 Green Lane, Bishopville, SC 29010.

Hancock-Elmore-Hill Funeral Home of Bishopville is
in charge of the arrangements.

BAUGH

FROM PAGE 1A

Though too many deaths have occurred in
wars waged against Iraq and Afghanistan,
many more thousands have died in the same
period of time to violent deaths here on
American soil, he said. And he said a figure
of 61 percent of working individuals having
no health insurance is entirely too high.

Jackson related that only one in four of all
eligible voters in South Carolina voted in
2006’s elections. He said if students at Mor-
ris and at South Carolina State University
and at colleges and universities throughout
South Carolina would take the initiative to
vote, they could see the impact of those
votes.

“No one has earned the right to do less
than their best,” Jackson said.

That message is one not lost on Dennis.
As she stood waiting for Jackson, she said
she was glad he was there to try to get stu-
dents motivated.

“It’s important to know how to vote and

it’s important to know who to vote for,” Den-
nis said.

She said she votes in every election, big
or small, at the fire station in her hometown
of Rembert because she knows the power of
a vote.

As Jackson spoke, he also urged the pre-
dominantly black crowd gathered before
him to look “beyond ethnicity” and con-
tinue to seek the full-fledged equality he
and his friend Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and so many others have sought.

Tables were set up at the entrance
of the auditorium to register stu-
dents to vote. When all was said
and done Wednesday, 75 new
names joined the ranks of those eligi-
ble to vote in South Carolina.

Christina Kelson, a 20-year-old crimi-
nal justice major, said she plans to vote next
year in what will be her first presidential elec-
tion. And 19-year-old Robin Robinson, a
broadcast media major, said she, too, plans
to exercise her right to vote in 2008. Both
girls said they are still determining who

they will vote for.
Robinson said she was glad Jackson was

there to spread his message.
“I think it’s really important to know the

importance of voting,” she said.
Jackson told the crowd he wasn’t there to

endorse any particular candidate; he just
wants people to understand the

importance of casting a vote.
After the event, Jackson

said he plans to vote for Illi-
nois Sen. Barack Obama.

Contact Staff Writer
Mary Dolan at
mdolan@theitem.com or

(803) 774-1294.

JACKSON
FROM PAGE 1A

Lee County natives Sammie
Christmas and Wes McCathern
have joined the department within
the past year and work exclusively
in traffic enforcement. They also
have highway patrol experience.

Scott Myers, who has worked in
the department since June 2004,
began working in traffic enforce-
ment in January. Myers came to the
county from the Darlington County
Sheriff’s Department.

Melvin said he wants the people
of Lee County to know about the de-
partment’s new traffic unit.

“We want the people to know
we’ll be out there 24 hours a day,”
Melvin said. “The officers will be in
unmarked cars. They will be every-
where – Interstates, U.S. highways,
state and county roads.”

Special attention will be given to
school zones, he added.

“We want everybody to slow
down,” Melvin said.

Melvin said he would rather pre-
vent traffic law violations than to
issue ticket violations.

“It’s all about saving lives,” he
said. “We have a lot of wrecks and
fatalities in Lee County. We want to
do something about it.” 

In addition to adding four offi-
cers to the department, Melvin has
bought three new Crown Victoria
cars in the past year. Melvin said he
is also buying four electronic ticket

writers.
“It’s all been in our operational

budget,” he said. “The County Coun-
cil has given its full support on this.”

Smith and his fellow officers re-
cently completed training on Hilton
Head Island to learn how to use the
electronic ticket writers.

“The Hilton Head (Island) Police
Department is the only law enforce-
ment agency in the state to have
these,” Smith said. “We are going to
be the first sheriff’s department. All
you have to do is to scan the driver’s
license on this machine and every-
thing will be done electronically. We
won’t have to write out tickets.”

Speeding and DUI violations are
the most common, said Smith, but
all laws will be enforced.

Lee County Council Chairman
Charles Arthur Beasley said the coun-
ty’s investment has been a good one. 

“They’re out there to save lives
and I think they’re doing a tremen-
dous job,” Beasley said.

Beasley credited Melvin for
“bringing the matter” to council.

“He came to council telling us
he needed qualified people to work
traffic,” he said. “We’ve had a lot of
wrecks in the county. This is some-
thing that’s really important. And
the council went along with it.”

Melvin said he plans to continue
to expand the traffic division in the
near future.

“Next year, I want to have one or
two more officers assigned to the
traffic unit,” he said.

TRAFFIC
FROM PAGE 1A

Photos by Chris Moore / The Item

The Rev. Jesse Jackson addresses the student body of Morris College on Wednesday afternoon in the W.H. Neal-Iola Jones Fine Arts
Center at Morris College in Sumter. Jackson spoke about the importance of young adults to vote.

Chris Moore / The Item

Lt. Tillman Smith, center, talks about the deputies’ roles in the newly
formed traffic unit of the Lee County Sheriff’s Department following an
announcement on Wednesday in Bishopville.


