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BUNDLE UP

Cold today with plenty 
of sunshine; clear 
and chilly tonight

HIGH: 44 LOW: 22
DAILY PLANNER / 10A

Wilson Hall 
boys, girls sweep

Robert E. Lee
— PAGE 1B
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A DREAM COME TRUE FOR MANY AMERICANS

Some spots in Sumter, 
Lee report as much 
as an inch of snow 
— PAGE 2A

FLURRIES
DUST AREA

SECOND FRONT

President Obama

Spectators
cheer in

Times
Square as

they watch
President

Barack
Obama give

his inaugural
address

Tuesday.

Photos by The Associated Press

If you attended the
presidential inau-
guration, send us
your photos via 
e-mail. Send 
hi-resolution jpegs
to Chris Moore at
photoman_sc
@yahoo.com by 5
p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 22. Please 
include any cap-
tion information 
in your e-mail, 
including the name
of the photogra-
pher and what's
happening in the
photo.

INAUGURATION
PHOTOS
WANTED

By MARY DOLAN
Item Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — One day after
America celebrated Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, it witnessed the swear-
ing in of its first black president, when
Tuesday Barack Obama took the oath
of office in front of an audience of mil-
lions. 

The symbolism was lost on no one.
The streets of Washington, D.C., were
filled with street vendors peddling
posters, photographs and buttons
with the faces of both men and of ref-
erences to MLK’s “I have a dream”
speech becoming reality.

“Hope” and “change” and other
words indicative of the promises by
Obama for a new era screamed from

signs plastered on windows through-
out the city and from hats and T-shirts
worn by an eager public.

And on Tuesday, before the light of
dawn could even illuminate the Na-
tional Mall and its historic landmarks,
hundreds of thousands had already
gathered to ensure a spot to witness
history with their own eyes.

As the hours of the blustery cold
morning ticked by, people continued
to pack in. Breath hung heavily in the
air as men and women of myriad races
gathered in front of the Capitol.

Bands and choirs and Queen of
Soul Aretha Franklin performed patri-
otic tunes. The Senate and the House
of Representatives, led by House 

SEE OBAMA, PAGE 10A

Participants from all 50 states took part in parade
WASHINGTON (AP) – Presi-

dent Barack Obama led off his in-
augural parade down America’s
main street that paid homage to
pioneers who paved the way for
the nation’s first black chief ex-
ecutive.

Re-enactors from a black
Civil War regiment. World War
II’s surviving Tuskegee Air-
men. Freedom Riders from the
civil rights movement. They
were Obama’s nod to the past
among 13,000 parade partici-
pants from all 50 states sched-
uled to travel down Pennsylva-
nia Avenue from the Capitol to
the White House.

And winding up the two-hour
pageantry, a look to the future: a
NASA lunar rover, the kind that
may ferry astronauts on their
planned 2020 return to the
moon.

About 15 minutes into the pa-
rade, Obama and his wife,
Michelle, stepped out of the lim-

ousine with a USA 1 license
plate to rousing cheers and
greeted part of the enthusiastic
crowd.

A couple of moments later,
Vice President Joe Biden and his
wife, Jill, joined them on the
walk.

Along the way, hundreds of
people who had been packed on
rooftops and balconies broke
into loud cheers. They got an un-
obstructed view of the parade
from above the large crowd.

The Obamas walked a few
blocks before getting back in.

They got out again as the limou-
sine neared the parade review-
ing stand in front of the White
House and got the same loud re-
action They reached the review-
ing stand in front of the White
House to view the rest of the in-
augural parade.

The Obamas first spent some
time inside the White House,
then emerged from their new
home – the new president hold-
ing the hand of his younger
daughter, Sasha, and the new
first lady walking with daughter
Malia. The family was met with
hugs from many of the VIPs
gathered inside the reviewing
stand.

Obama speaks of struggles, past and present

Vice President Joe Biden reacts to the crowd with his wife, Jill, after emerging from his limousine on
Pennsylvania Avenue in the inaugural parade in Washington on Tuesday.

SEE PARADE, PAGE 10A

See Obama’s speech
in its entirety 
in our special
inauguration
section inside 
and online at
theitem.com.

STILL WANT MORE?
Visit theitem.com for video
of the Manning High 
School band at the parade.

For continued coverage,
read The Item and go to
www.clarendonsun.com.
Also, see the Feb. 4 issue
of The Clarendon Sun.



The 1.7-mile route was
jammed with joyous but frozen
onlookers who’d lined up in-
many cases before dawn to se-
cure a good vantage point of
Obama’s motorcade and the fol-
lowing two hours of pageantry.
People peered from the win-
dows of nearly every building,
while others watched from bal-
conies and rooftops.

“He’s the people’s presi-
dent,” said Patricia Correia, 68,
of Lancaster, Calif. “He would
not be the type to sit here in the
car. He knows that we waited
out here this long.”

At 15th Street and Pennsylva-
nia Avenue, most people cleared
the bleachers immediately after
Obama walked past, not even
waiting for the Bidens, who
walked much of the parade route.
Asked if it was worth the wait,
Jarita Moore, 28, of Alexandria,
Va., said: “I can’t feel my butt. My
legs are numb. I got a picture of
him in the car. I don’t know.”

But, she said later, it was “a
once-in-a-lifetime experience.”

Bands from five historically
black colleges and the nation’s

first public high school for
African-Americans are among
more than 40 musical troupes to
step down Pennsylvania Avenue.

At points along the route,
spectators bundled in parkas
and blankets were 10 deep, and
at one spot people danced in
place to the “Electric Slide” to
keep warm in temperatures that
stayed just below freezing.
When the parade started at 3:35
p.m., the temperature had
dropped to 27 degrees. Chilly,
but far from the record of minus
2 degrees at Ronald Reagan’s
second inauguration in 1985.

“I came because it’s about us
making history,” said Latori
Brown, a 21-year-old black
woman from Sumter, S.C.,
who’d been waiting since dawn
and shivered under a blanket.
“I’m not worried about the cold.
It’s worth it.”

Tight security along the pa-
rade route near the White House
on 15th Street caused a glaring
disparity in the density of the
crowd lining the sidewalks. The
prime bleacher streets on the
south side of the route were
nearly empty just minutes before
Obama left the Capitol, while on
the north side, spectators were
packed in six rows deep.

Bishopville High School, said he
was awestruck by just being at
the National Mall.

“The environment was wel-
coming and everybody was on
the same page,” he said. “It was
a phenomenal atmosphere.”

Clarendon District 1 Superin-
tendent Dr. Rose Wilder’s reac-
tion was the same.

“It was definitely worth it,”
Wilder said. “It was an awesome
experience. I’m 53 years old and
I’ve never had such a feeling of
excitement and this kind of op-
portunity to see so many people
together. Everyone was very
pleasant and helping one anoth-
er.”

The crowd and the difficulty
getting around was, in itself,
overwhelming, she said, but
worth all the hassle.

“I guess to sum it all up, I’m
just thankful that God has al-
lowed me to see this in my life-
time,” Wilder said.

William Byrd, a certified pub-
lic account from Sumter, echoed
Wilder’s comments.

“I did get to attend the inau-
guration and it was a phenome-
nal experience – once in a life-
time,” Byrd said. “It just….I don’t
know, brings tears to my eyes to
realize that we have, in my opin-
ion, demonstrated a testament
to what this great nation is all
about, in the election and the in-
auguration of Barack Obama as
our 44th president. I am sitting
here now watching the parade
and it’s a realization. It has come
true. When I first committed my
support to Barack’s candidacy
and wrote the first check, it was
a dream. Since that dream, I
have worked hard, long hours
and donated considerable
amounts of money, attended the
county, state and national con-
ventions in support of President
Obama, and to see this day come
true is that dream coming to re-
alization.

“I’m just proud to be an
American and proud to be a part
of this historic event.”

Majority Whip and Sumter na-
tive U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn, D-
S.C., filed into seats on the Capi-
tol steps. And former presidents
and vice presidents and some of
the nation’s most powerful politi-
cians garnered front-row seats.

And following an invocation
by the Rev. Rick Warren,
Supreme Court Chief Justice
John Roberts administered the
oath of office to America’s 44th
president.

Obama then delivered his
first speech as America’s new
president. He acknowledged his
presidency begins during a time
of struggle – economically and in
war zones of the Middle East –
and that a long, hard road awaits.

But, he said, the journey
ahead is for “the risk-takers, the
doers.” Men and women who sac-
rificed time and talents or on the
frontline of battle paved the way
for that difficult journey, he said.

“For us, they packed up and
searched for a new life … for us,
they fought and died,” he said.

“Time and again, these men
and women struggled and sacri-
ficed till their hands were raw.”

“Starting today, we must pick
ourselves up,” he said. Now, we

“begin the work of remaking
America.”

He promised, as he did so
many times on the campaign
trail and since his election, to
work toward better schools, al-
ternative energy sources, exiting
Iraq and improving America’s
image to the rest of the world.

“Everywhere we look, there
is work to be done.”

He asked that the men and
women of America help him with
that work, help him make this
country a better place, and do so
out of a spirit of service, a spirit,
he said, that should “inhabit us
all.”

Obama spoke of the days
ahead as the dawning of “a new
era of peace.” He reiterated that
though obstacles already litter
his and the nation’s path, he
doesn’t doubt making it to the
other side.

“Our challenges may be new
… but those values upon which
our success depends … these
things are old, these things are
true,” he said.

And, as so many others al-
ready have, Obama acknowl-
edged the significance of enter-
ing this presidency.

“Let us mark this day with re-
membrance of who we are and
how far we have traveled.” 

ON THE PUBLIC AGENDA
SUMTER COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Thursday, 7:30 a.m., 32 E. Calhoun St.

Pick 3 Tuesday numbers
are 0-3-3 and 9-7-1

Pick 4 Tuesday numbers
are 8-8-2-7 and 0-7-2-8

Palmetto Cash 5
Tuesday numbers are
1-34-37-23-3
PowerUp: 3

MegaMatch 6
Tuesday numbers are
17-16-35-21-22-30

for Saturday, Jan. 17:
2-5-9-23-59

Powerball: 26
PowerPlay: 2

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your
ability to utilize your talents and
your past connections will serve
you well now.Your proactive man-
ner will result in greater confi-
dence. Advancement is within
reach.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Negoti-
ate all you can for the best deal
possible in business or personal
endeavors. Take an upfront ap-
proach to all that you do and
you’ll be taken seriously. Love
may cost you if you aren’t willing
to say no to unreasonable re-
quests.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Take
advantage of any professional
challenge that can help you prove
your talent and ability to handle
whatever comes your way. Don’t
let a lover hold you ransom or ac-
countable for something that he
or she is responsible for.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Every-
thing you do should be based on
partnerships and how well you
get along with the people in-
volved. If you can feel comfort-
able, you’ll do a better job. Friend-
ly interaction will lead to advance-
ment.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Keep things
in perspective and honest and
you’ll find a way to get what you
want. A partnership may undergo
a change but it will be beneficial
to you in the end. Long distance
relationships will present a chal-
lenge.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A
change of plans or feelings will
cause you grief. Focus on the
here-and-now and forget about
what emotional games are being
played.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Avoid
anyone who is on the rampage or
looking for a fight. Stay calm and
reasonable and concentrate on
the projects and people that in-
spire you the most. Be open to
what others are doing but do
what works best for you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Fa-
vors will be granted. Get out and
present what you have to offer.
Don’t let friends or relatives take

advantage of you. It’s the people
you don’t know that well who will
recognize what you have to offer.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Look back at your past perform-
ance and your true talents will be
clear. A new concept or service
may be in the works. Added re-
sponsibilities at home will set you
back emotionally and financially.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Someone from your past will
need help. By offering assistance,
you’ll get something important to
you in return. Love is showing
some interesting twists and turns.
Plan a passionate evening for
two.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You
can position yourself for the future
if you talk to those who can con-
tribute to your professional ideas.
Get on top of any paperwork that
needs to be taken care of. Think
big but don’t spend big.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t
let idle chatter, rumors and gossip
ruin your day. If you get involved
in such nonsense you’ll end up
being blamed by someone you
care about. Stick to accomplish-
ing your goals and helping others.

The LAST Word
in Astrology

by Eugenia Last
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PICTURES FROM THE PUBLIC

FROM PAGE 1A

Gusta Ellison, a senior at Wilson Hall, sent in a picture taken one evening during a visit to Edis-
to Island.

Do you have a picture or
two that you’ve taken that
you’re particularly proud
of? Don’t just keep those
photos to yourself —
share them with us and
we will share them with
your fellow Item readers!
E-mail your hi-resolution
jpeg to sandrah
@theitem.com, or mail to
Sandra Holbert c/o The
Item, P.O. Box 1677,
Sumter, SC 29150.
Include clearly printed or
typed name of
photographer and photo
details. Include self-
addressed, stamped
envelope for return of your
photo.

OBAMA
FROM PAGE 1A

REFLECT
FROM PAGE 6A

PARADE
FROM PAGE 1A

FROM PAGE 6A

Vice President Joe
Biden waves to the

crowd during the 
Inaugural Parade in

Washington on 
Tuesday.

The Associated Press


