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Abandoned
baby boy
out of hospital
Authorities continue search
for mother who left newborn
on side steps of local church
By CRYSTAL OWENS
Item Staff Writer
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The campus of Central Carolina Technical College is seen recently. A newly released study by the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education shows the school is reported to have contributed more than $126 million to South Carolina’s economy in 2004.

HOW BIG AN IMPACT?

Study: Central Carolina brought in more than $126 million to S.C. in 2004

A full-term newborn baby boy found abandoned on
the steps of a South Washington Street church last
month has been released from the hospital and is
now in foster care, Sumter Police Chief Patty Patterson said Monday.
“All went well,” she said.
The baby — named Joshua by Patterson, who
along with Cpl. Joey Duggan found the infant about
4:38 p.m. Jan. 25 wrapped in a blanket on the side steps of First Baptist Missionary Church at 219 S.
Washington St. — was being treated
at Palmetto Health Richland in Columbia.
The infant appeared to be only a
few hours old when he was discovered following an anonymous call,
PATTERSON
the chief said.
According to the South Carolina Department of Social Services, a probable-cause hearing to begin the
process of terminating parental rights was held Jan. 30.
A second parental-rights hearing is set for March
2 in 3rd Judicial Circuit Family Court.
Patterson said a search for Joshua’s mother has
been unsuccessful. “Not a word,” she said.
SEE BABY BOY, PAGE 7A

S.C. representative
to run for 4th term
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Central Carolina instructor Bob Thompson teaches students the basics of
using AutoCAD architectural and engineering software during a class Monday at the school.

By MARY DOLAN
Item Staff Writer

The South Carolina State Board
for Technical and Comprehensive Education has released information
showing that Central Carolina Technical College had a $126.12 million impact on the state’s economy in 2004.
The state’s technical college system
as a whole had an estimated $2.5 billion impact on South Carolina.
Technical education board Director of Communications Lawrence Ray
said this was the first study in his six
years with the state board that aimed
to assess the entire technical college
system.

“We believed that it would be helpful to do a study that was consistent
across all of the colleges in order to
measure the full impact of the state’s
investment in our colleges,” Ray said.
“We did it as a measure of accountability and also to determine what
value or what role, to what extent,
our colleges play in supporting economic development.”
The breakdown of the overall $2.5
billion impact of the state’s 16 technical colleges showed a $988 million impact in direct spending and indirect
economic activity, a $487 million impact in enhanced earning power of
students and graduates, and an impact of $996 million in economic in-
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The exterior of a building at Central Carolina Technical College is seen recently.

vestment “that can be attributed to
the presence of a technical college,”
according to the study.
Central Carolina President Dr.
Kay Raffield said the study is good
news for the school.
“I think the study really underscores the return on investment that
Central Carolina makes,” Raffield
said.
She said through the information
provided within the study, people can
see the school’s effect on several
areas, including direct expenditures,
increased earnings, new skills and
“the impact that we have on influencing economic development because
of our ability to train the work force.”

“I think it shows that investing in
Central Carolina is a very good investment for our four counties that
we serve,” Raffield said.
Ray said he hopes the information
will demonstrate to South Carolinians
the significance of the state’s technical colleges.
“We were extremely encouraged
by the results,” Ray said. “We believe
that the results prove a clear message
that the technical colleges are important to the state in terms of economic development and opportunities for
people.”
Contact Staff Writer Mary Dolan at
mdolan@theitem.com or 803-774-1294.

Auditors: Millions in Katrina aid wasted
By HOPE YEN

be. In some cases, the government will have little legal
recourse to recoup payments to contractors for payments.”
Separately, the Justice Department said Monday that
WASHINGTON – The government squandered millions of dollars in Katrina disaster aid, including handing federal prosecutors had filed fraud, theft and other
$2,000 debit cards to people who gave phony Social Se- charges against 212 people accused of scams related to
curity numbers and used the money for such items as a Gulf Coast hurricanes.
Forty people have pleaded guilty so
$450 tattoo, auditors said Monday.
far, the latest report by the Hurricane
Federal money also paid for $375-a- ON THE NET
Katrina Fraud Task Force said. Many
day beachfront condos and 10,777 traildefendants were accused of trying to
ers that were stuck in mud and unus- Government Accountability
Office audits:
obtain emergency aid, typically a
able.
$2,000 debit card, issued to hurricane
Overcharges, poor accounting and www.gao.gov/docsearch/
victims by FEMA and the American
abuses will take “months or years” to repandtest.html
Red Cross.
rectify, the Government Accountability
The GAO report found that up to 900,000 of the 2.5
Office and the Homeland Security Department’s inspector general concluded in preliminary reports on million applicants who received aid under the emerhow billions of dollars in taxpayer money are being gency-cash assistance program – which included the
debit cards given to evacuees – based their requests on
spent.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency recog- duplicate or invalid Social Security numbers, or false adnizes it “made many, many mistakes,” and is working on dresses and names.
improvement, said Homeland Security inspector general Richard Skinner. “But they’re not where they should
SEE KATRINA, PAGE 7A
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Secretary of Homeland Security Michael
Chertoff speaks Monday to the National
Emergency Management Association in
Alexandria, Va.

Coates pushing for tax shift
in current legislative session
By SHARRON HALEY
Item Staff Writer

On Monday, state Rep. Marty Coates, R-Florence,
announced his bid to seek a fourth term in the South
Carolina House of Representatives.
“I am excited to announce that I intend to file for
re-election for another term,” Coates said in a news
release Monday. “I am proud of the work we have accomplished over the past six years and I realize we
still have much
to do.”
Primary
elections will
be held June 13
and the General Election on
Nov. 7.
The 42-yearold Coates, who
has served a
of
“The challenge with portion
Sumter
County
property tax reform is in District 60
not to overburden the for the past four
businesses and then years, said he’s
of the
have them make up proud
funding he’s
the difference.”
helped allocate
to the Shiloh
REP. MARTY COATES and Pleasant
R-Florence
Grove areas of
the county.
“Prior to my coming on board, some work was
done way down the line, but now we’ve had hundreds
of thousands of matching funds to put with federal
dollars to run water lines in these areas,” Coates said
Monday afternoon.
Coates said he’s happy with the bill the House
sent to the Senate last week on the issue of property
tax relief.
“Relief is a part of reform,” Coates said. “The challenge with property tax reform is not to overburden
the businesses and have them make up the difference.
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